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Massachusetts DMF Recreational Finfish & Shellfish Restrictions for 2006

SPECIES NOTE MIN. SIZE | OPEN PERIODS | POSSESSION LIMITS
AMERICAN EEL 6" All year 50 fish
AMERICAN SHAD @)) None All year 6 fish
BLACK SEA BASS 12" All year 20 fish
BLUEFISH None All year 10 fish
COD 22" All year 10 fish
FLUKE 17.5" All year 7 fish
HALIBUT 36" All year 1 fish
HADDOCK 19" All year None
PLAICE (DAB) 14" All year None
RIVER HERRING %) NA None No possession
SCUP 3) 10.5" May 1 - Sep. 30 25 fish
SMELT (1) None 6/16-3/14 None
STRIPED BASS (1,2) 28" All year 2 fish
TAUTOG 16” All year 3 fish
TUNA AND BILLFISH See note on reverse side and note 1 below
WEAKFISH 16" All year 10 fish
WHITE PERCH 8" All year 25 fish
WINDOWPANE FLOUNDER 12" All year None

April 22-May 21
WINTER FLOUNDER “) 12" Sept 23 - Oct 22 4 fish
(4a)
All year (4b) 8 fish
YELLOWTAIL FLOUNDER 13" All year None
REDFISH 9" All year None
Notes: 1. Striped bass are to be taken by hook & line only, all billfish by rod & reel only, shad and smelt by angling only.

2. Mutilation of striped bass in such a way as to interfere with proper and adequate measurement is prima facie evidence of a violation. The
discard of dead, legal size striped bass is prohibited. High grading or retention of live fish on a stringer or in a live well is prohibited.

3. Maximum 50 scup per private vessel. For Hire vessel patrons allowed 60 fish from May 1 - June 30 only.
4. Two areas - (4a) regulations apply south and east of Cape Cod (4b) regulations apply north of Cape Cod (Gulf of Maine)

5. Alewife and blueback herring (collectively know as river herring) are closed to harvest. Possession is limited to 5% by count of bait fish

Finfish Minimum Size Limits are measured as the greatest straight line (not curved over the body) length in inches as
measured on a fish with its mouth closed from the anterior tip of the jaw or snout to the farthest extremity of the tail. For
fish with forked tails, the upper and lower fork may be squeezed together to measure the tail extremity. Exception: black

sea bass, where the tail filament is not included.

(excludes green crabs)

SPECIES MINIMUM SIZE OTHER RESTRICTIONS
egg bearers cannot be taken;
BLUE CRAB 4 1/8" shell width (spine to spine) 50 crabs/day; no license required
unless using traps; closed season is
1/1 - 4/30 inclusive
OTHER EDIBLE CRABS None same as for blue crab

LOBSTER 3%" minimum carapace length and | egg bearers cannot be taken; v-
5" maximum carapace length for notched female lobster cannot be
lobster taken from the Gulf of taken; state license required
Mam’? Recreational Area 15 lobsters/day harvest and
3 3/8" carapace minimum length possession limit while lobstering
for the Southeastern Recreational
Area

Closed 4/1-10/1

BAY SCALLOP well defined growth ring consult town regulations

CONCH 2%," shell width consult town regulations

OYSTER 3" longest shell diameter consult town regulations

QUAHOG 1" shell thickness consult town regulations

SEA SCALLOP

3%" shell height

daily limit of 1 bushel in shell, or 4
quarts of shucked meats

SOFTSHELL CLAM

2" longest shell diameter

consult town regulations

SURF CLAM

5" longest shell diameter

consult town regulations

Regulations are subject to change; visit web site @ www.mass.gov/marinefisheries or phone @ (617) 626-1520.




